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A scent Justice Depait- 

. oyThe Voice 

says that a senior offi- 
I rial in the U.S. em- 

I bassy in San Jost, 

I Costa Rica, urged a 

I former CIA operative 

I not to cooperate with 
I the Justice Depart* 

B ment and the FBI in 
■ an investigation of il- 
H legal activities on be- /) 
half of the Nicaraguan contras. The for¬ 
mer agent, an American rancher named 
John Hull, played a key role in the net* 
work of arms shipments and mercenary 
recruitments set up by Lieutenant Colo¬ 
nel Oliver L. North to circumvent the 
congressional ban on. such aid. 

The information in the memorandum 
provides names, dates, and places of this 
highly organized operation, which re¬ 
mained largely hidden until the current 
scandal broke last fall. It proves that top 
officials of the U. S. government were 
aware of these illegal activities early in 
1986. It also shows that attempts to con¬ 
ceal this network were more pervasive 
than previously suspected. 

The memo, dated May 14, 1986, and 
marked “Sensitive," is addressed to the 
United States attorney in Miami, Leon 
B. Kellner, from an assistant U.S. attor¬ 
ney, JeffreyiD. Fkldman, and in 

some detail efforts by Fkldman and the 
FBI to trace allegations of mercenary re¬ 
cruiting and contra gun-running from 
Miami by Civilian Military Assistance, 
an anticommunist paramilitary organiza¬ 
tion, and a procontra group of Cuban 
exiles. Part of the memo, whose authen¬ 
ticity is confirmed by the department, 
relates a March 1986 trip by Feldman 
and two FBI agents to San Jost to inter¬ 
view Hull and other potential witnesses. 
But when the time came to talk to Hull, 
wrote Feldman: 

“Hull cancelled the interview that 
morning (March 3].... Approximately 
thirty minutes after Hull called me, Kirk 
Kotula, the U.S. Consul General in San 


Jo*6, informed me that he had advised 
Hull the day before not to speak with us 
without counsel. Kotula said that he gave 
Hull this advice after Hull had asked him 
why the [FBI] agents and myself were in 
Costa Rica." 

Kotula’s instruction to Hull came dur¬ 
ing the time his own boss, U.S. Ambassa¬ 
dor to Costa Rica Lewis Throbs, was 
playing an integral role in North’s illegal 
arms resupply network. Similarly, the 
memo shows that then-CIA station chief 
in Costa Rica. Joseph hhrnanaez, m isled 
the federal investigators, when he too was 
a key lieutenant in North’s illegal arms 
resupply network. 

The ambassador, who has announced 
that he will resign, told the Twer Com¬ 
mission that he received instructions 
from North, a senior CIA official, and 
Assistant Secretary of State Elliott 
Abrams “to aid the Nicaraguan resis¬ 
tance forces in setting up a ’Southern 
Front’" North's initructions directly vi¬ 
olated a congressional ban prohibiting 
-U.S. officials from helping the contras 
militarily. Tkmbt, according to the Ibw* 
er report, also pressured the Costa Ricans 
to allow the arms resupply network to use 
an airfield it had built near the Nicara¬ 
guan border. 

The Tbwer Commission also exposed 
Fhmandez’s role—under the code name 
“Tbmas Castillo"—as an aide to North in 
the illegal contra resupply operation. The 
commission’s report noted that “Lt Col. 
North received fifteen encprption devices 
from the National Security Agency for 
use in transmitting classified messages." 
One of those devices was given to Fer¬ 
nandez, who communicated with North 
about the resupply network, in some 
cases determining exactly where arms 
shipments would be sent Fkrnandez him¬ 
self has since been suspended temporarily 
for supposedly acting without authoriza¬ 
tion from CIA headquarters. He has tes¬ 
tified before the Senate Intelligence Com¬ 
mittee, however, that his aid to North 
^aa sanctioned ^by senior agency officials. 

According to Feldman’s memo, “Fkr- 


nandei... told me that prior to March 
1984 the U.S. military used Hull’s Costa 
Rican ranch to deliver equipment to the 
contras. Fernandez also said that since 
March 1984, Hull has assisted the con¬ 
tras by providing them with food, medi¬ 
cal supplies, and other nonlethal necessi¬ 
ties.” Fernandez went on to deny “that 
Hull has been an operative for the CIA or 
other U.S. agency since that time"— 
meaning the legal cutoff date for lethal 
aid from U.S. intelligence agencies to the 
contras. 

Fernandez was lying to the federal in¬ 
vestigators. Hull often reported directly 
to Fernandez as part of North’s covert 
network. Hull was also involved in smug¬ 
gling arms to the contras after the con¬ 
gressional ban, which Fbmandez also 
knew about because of his own direct 
involvement. 

FWdman himself apparently doubted 
Fernandez’s claims, since in the memo he 
wrote: “It is unclear whether John Hull 
has had an official role in U.S. sponsored 
contra operations since March 1984. Fer¬ 
nandez denied that Hull had been an 
operative for the CIA or (any] other 
agency since that time. Hull, however, 
has allegedly made remarks that suggest 
otherwise. 

“In April 1985, Hull allegedly told Ste¬ 
ven Carr and Peter Glibbery [two Ameri¬ 
can mercenaries who operated from 
Hull’s ranch] that the National Security 
Council provided him $10,000 a month to 
support operations b northern Costa 
Rica. During the same month, Hull alleg¬ 
edly told [another mercenary) that the 
United States airdropped contra supplies, 
mcluding weapons, onto his ranch." 

Hull’s refusal to be interviewed hin¬ 
dered the Miami probe. But he was not 
the only participant trybg to cover up 
the illegal arms network. Hull contacted 
North shortly after his refusal to talk to 
Fkldman. According to White House and 
Justice Department sources. North relat¬ 
ed his conversation with Hull to then 
national security adviser John Poin¬ 
dexter, and Poindexter asked Attorney 
General Edwin Meese IE to stop the Mi¬ 
ami investigation. Meese told Poindexter 
he would “get on top of the situation," 
and intervened with Kellner. The bvesti- 
ption was derailed until last November, 
when a grand jury was finally impan¬ 
eled—after the Hasenfus crash and initial 
press revelations about Meese’s contacts 
with Kellner (see “Obstruction at Jus¬ 
tice," March 31, 1986). 

Continued 


Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/01/03 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000707050002-4 



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/01/03 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000707050002-4 


F eldman’* 21-page memo was written 
nearly 11 months ago, four months 
after the probe of the Miami contra 
connection began in January 1986. 
At that time, the Justice Depart¬ 
ment’s Miami office and the FBI started 
to examine allegations by one Jesus Gar¬ 
cia, a former Miami corrections officer 
whose anticommunist convictions had led 
him into involvement with Tbm Posey, 
the leader of the paramilitary Civilian 
Military Assistance, and procontra Cu¬ 
ban exile groups in Florida. 

By May 14, federal investigators had 
found evidence to substantiate charges 
that weapons statutes and the Neutrality 
Act—which forbids acts of war by Ameri¬ 
cans against nations with which the U.S. 
is at peace—had been violated; 

• According to the memo, “In Novem¬ 
ber 1984, the CMA recruited ten merce¬ 
naries to fight in Honduras with the Nic¬ 
araguan Democratic fivtce [FDN, the 
main contra army]... FW [other] mer¬ 
cenaries were recruited by Tbm Posey 
and Rene Corvo [leader of a procontra 
Cuban exile group] between January and 
March 1985 to fight with and/or train 
contras in Costa Rica." Posey has repeat¬ 
edly denied any role in sending mercenar¬ 
ies to Central America. 

Cited as one source for this informa¬ 
tion was Jack Tkrrell, a former CMA 
field commander, who later broke with 
Posey and has since told his story to 
congressional investigators. 44 Jack Ikrrell 
told us that in November 1984, the CMA 
sent ten mercenaries to fight with the 
FDN in Honduras," says the memo. “In 
late October 1984, Tkrrell made contact 
with CMA leaders and offered his assis¬ 
tance. Shortly thereafter, he and other 
CMA leaders met in Honduras with FDN 
commander Enrique Bermudez. Bermu¬ 
dez and Tkrrefl agreed that CMA would 
recruit mercenaries to fight with the 
FDN’s special forces. 

“Tkrrell returned to the United States 
and with Tbm Posey’s help, recruited 10 
mercenaries. The mercenaries flew to 
Honduras from New Orleans via com¬ 
mercial jet in mid-November 1984," but 
were expelled from that country less than 
a month later, after the Memphis Com¬ 
mercial Appeal ran an account of their 
activities. “TferrelT* story appears to be 
true," wrote Feldman. 

• The memo states that “Between 
January 1985 and March 1985, Rene 
Corvo and Tbm Possey recruited five 
mercenaries to train and/or fight with 
contras operating from Costa Rica." John 
Hull also played a key role in recruiting 
these mercenaries and bringing them to 
his ranch in Costa Rica, used as a staging 


ground for anti-Sandinista activities. The 
memo notes that “on March 8,1985, Glib- 
bery, Davies, and Chaffard reported to [a 
Miami) Howard Johnson’s hotel... with 
instructions to contact John Hull." On 
the very next day, says the memo, the 
three mercenaries “flew with John Hull 
to San Jose, Costa Rica. Hull initially 
took them to his ranch at Muelle San 
Carlos, Costa Rica. Approximately five 
days later, an FDN truck drove them 
from the ranch to a contra camp on the 
Nicaraguan border." 

• The memo presents substantial evi¬ 
dence that Rene Corvo engineered two 
massive illegal shipments of arms to the 
contras in early and mid-1985. “On 
March 6, 1985, and June 13. 1985, Corvo 
chartered s private cargo plane to fly 
quantities of supplies from Fl Lauderdale 

... to the Dopango airbase... in El Sal¬ 
vador. Weapons may have been aboard 
"both flight#." _ 

The FBI examined the cargo manifests 
for both flights, says the memo, but they 
showed only “clothing and medical sup¬ 
plies had been transported. However, 
Steven Carr claims... that the March 6, 
1985 flight carried both lethal and nonle- 
thal equipment... when they arrived at 
the airport (for the flight] this equipment 
had already been loaded onto the plane. 

“The weapons were picked up on 
March 5,1985. Carr said that an unidenti¬ 
fied member of Brigade 2506 [a secret 
Cuban exile group], Corvo, and himself 
picked up three boxes of equipment from 
Corvo’* mother’s home in South Miami." 
Jesus Garcia had originally told the FBI 
about his own role in loading weapons 
aboard the plane, but his statements are 
inexplicably missing from Feldman’s 
memo. 

“According to Carr," the memo contin¬ 
ues, “when the plane landed at the Do- 
pango Air Base in San Salvador, Salva¬ 
dorean military officials unloaded the 
gear and placed it in storage... Carr 
claims that an FDN aircraft ferried all 
the weapons, except the cannon, to Costa 
Rica several weeks later" The ultimate 
destination turned out to be John Hull’s 
ranch. Glibbery told Fkldman and the 
FBI that he witnessed the off-loading of 
the weapons at Hull's ranch, but his com¬ 
ments, like those of Garcia, are not men¬ 
tioned in the memo. 

T he May 14 memo closes by noting 
that “The FBI has requested that 
we begin a grand jury investigation 
into the activity described in this 
memo. The Bureau believes that a 
grand jury is necessary for several rea¬ 
sons. Rrst, it would dispel claims that the 


Department of Justice has not aggres¬ 
sively pursued this matter. Second, a 
grand jury would eliminate tome of the 
deception they believe they have encoun¬ 
tered during their interviews [with some 
of the key participants). Finally, the 
grand jury would give the Department of 
Justice access to .. - business records 
... and bank records•" 

But the FBI request to convene a 
grand jury was turned down; one would 
not be convened until the following No¬ 
vember, after the Hasenfus plane was 
downed and Meese’s intervention in the 
investigation became public. In the 
memo, Feldman himself disagrees with 
the FBI grand jury request, saying. “At 
present, it would be premature to take 
this matter to a grand jury.” Sources fa¬ 
miliar with the probe, however, have told 
the Voice that prior to writing the memo, 
Feldman himself had been vociferously 
advocating that a grand jury be impan¬ 
eled. These same sources say Feldman 
was ordered by Kellner to write in the 
memo that no grand jury was needed. 

Making matters even more complicat¬ 
ed is Feldman's interview in the March 
16 National Law Journal, in which he 
says be gave Kellner a prosecution memo 
on May 24, 1986, which advocated the 
formation of t grand jury. It is unclear 
whether Fkldman was referring to a sec¬ 
ond memo or the one written on May U. 
In any case, Fridman told reporter Fred 
Strasser, Kellner .overruled his 
recommendation. 

But there -is something even more bi- 
cane about the May 14 memo: it refers to 
an event that didn't occur until 16 days 
.after it waa allegedly written. A footnote 
in the memo mentions H a*dvfl complaint 
filed on May 30,1986, [italics added]" by 
journalists Martha Honey and Tbny 
Avirgan against Tbm Posey, John Hull, 
end two dozen other defendants. 

This anomaly suggests that the memo 
may have been purposely backdated. A 
source familiar with the probe believes 
that “after the allegations surfaced that 
Meese was interfering in the investiga¬ 
tion, Kellner ordered Feldman to get 
something down on paper showing that 
they had reservations of their own about 
pursuing the thing—that the evidence 
wasn’t as solid as everyone was 
indicating.” ■ 
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